Independent Order of Odd Fellows
Dedicated Members for Change

May 7, 2013
Dear Dedicated Members for Change,
In this continuing series of articles from around the country regarding the decline in fraternal
order membership, here is an article from the State of Maine. I think you will find it interesting
and informative. The challenges to recruit new members we face in California, are not unique to
California, and are not unique to Odd Fellowship.
Can we attract the 21st Century man and woman to IOOF? The answer is yes, we can. There
are a few Lodges around California and around the country that have done so, and quite
successfully. How have they done this? The answer is - evolution. These Lodges have evolved
(just like Odd Fellowship has evolved over time since it started in the 19th Century) to provide a
Lodge that is appealing to today's generation.
Bottom line: We will never grow as a fraternity and we will continue to diminish in membership
(as we have done steadily since World War II) if we just sit behind our own four walls and
conduct ritual meetings. We have to supplement the ritual, the regalia, the passwords, and the
grips. To attract members in the 21st Century, we have to also provide them a social network
with good fellowship activities in the Lodge, and we have to allow our members to be involved
in the community with good charitable and community works. That's what people want to do
these days. And when we figure that out, we are going to start the renaissance of Odd
Fellowship in California.
(Reminder: Last chance to RSVP for the Third Annual DMC Dinner, Thursday, May 16, at the
Grand Lodge Sessions Hotel - the Doubletree. No-host cocktails at 5 p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. plus "Frankie and the Fabletones" entertainment. Brief speeches by Grand Master Rod Metoyer
and Deputy Grand Master Rick Boyles. Advance seating is only $25. Send your check payable
to "Dave Rosenberg" to Dave Rosenberg, Odd Fellows Lodge, 415 2nd Street, Davis CA 95616.)
F-L-T
Dave Rosenberg

http://fenceviewer.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12858:Fraternal
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